
Conclusion:

The White footed ant (genus Technomyrmex vitiensis, Formicidae,
Dolichoderinae) is native to the Pacificand Indo-Australianregion and was
introduced by global trade to Europeantropical greenhousesat the end of
last century. It is now the most commonant speciesin buildingswith tropical
climate. Thespecieshasdecentralizedcoloniesover largeterritories and the
workerstend aphids. Largecoloniesmay interfere with the biologicalcontrol
programsto controlaphidsin tropicalgreenhouses.

(Lectureat the Conferenceof the DGaaE2015in Frankfurt)
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Bolton 2006, Vierbergen2003   



Ants Found in Buildings With Tropical Climate in 

NL (Boer & Vierbergen 2008)

before1945     1946 ï1999    2000 - 2006

Formicinae

Plagiolepissp.  (alluaudi) - 4 2

Dolichoderinae

Linepithemahumile x -

Tapinomamelanocephalum x -

Technomyrmexalbipes(vitiensis?) 1 8

Myrmicinae

Monomoriumpharaonis x -

Pheidolemegacephala - 1 1

Pheidolefervens 1 1 -

Pheidoleanastasii 2 2 1

Tetramoriumbicarinatum 5 3 2

Tetramoriuminsolens 1 2

Pseudomyrmecinae

Pseudomyrmexgracilis - 1 1

Ponerinae

Hypoponeraschauinslandi 1 2    5

Counts from 9 botanicalandzoologicalgardens
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Occurrence and Identification

T. vitiensis

1Bolton 2007 , 2Wetterer 2008, 3Boer & Vierbergen

Technomyrmex

vitiensis

Technomyrmex

albipes

Technomyrmex

difficilis

Origin Continentaland 

Insular southeast 

Asia2

Continentaland 

Insular southeast 

Asia2

Madagascar1,2

Introduction Europe1,2

San Francisco CA

French Guiana SA

Netherlands, 

Belgium3

Florida, Georgia,

Lousiana, South 

Carolina, Seattle

Australia?

Identification 1 pair of pronotalhairs,

1 pair of propodealhairs

2 pairs of pronotalhairs,

2 pairs of propodeal

hairs

1 pair of pronotalhairs,

1 pair of mesonotal

hairs,

1 pair of propodealhairs



Technomyrmexvitiensisï

Factors  for its success as tramp ant

Decentralized colonies over large territories with regular exchange of workers;

Inseminatedqueensonly in newcoloniesandlaterreplacedby intercastes;

Transfer of nutrientsthroughtrophic eggs; (Yamauchi et al 1991)

Interferencewith thebiologicalcontrolprogramsto controlaphids.



Nutrition sources

Honey dew 

Plant juice

Honey


